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The recent Covid-19 pandemic crisis have affected mobility, social 
practices and other forms of life that are part of public spaces in our 
cities. While the public transport usage is decreasing, some other forms 
of mobility such as walking and cycling are gaining popularity. At the 
same time new social distancing measurements are challenging the 
design and management of the open public spaces. On one hand public 
spaces must stay the places of the social exchanges and democratic 
practices, on the other hand the epidemiologic measures demand the 
changed behavioural patterns and practices in open public spaces. 
Can this be an opportunity for reconceptualising public spaces as 
we know them and turn them into more democratic and sustainable 
places? 

This roundtable focuses on the following questions: Which technical 
solutions can contribute to a responsible usage of open public spaces 
during the epidemics so that the transportation, socialisation and 
other normative functions of streets can be kept while the public 
health standards not endangered? Which interdisciplinary approaches 
are needed to address the issue in a holistic way at the crossroad of 
health, IT, urban planning, social and other sciences and disciplines to 
allow streets and other public spaces stay alive during the epidemics? 
How can individuals, communities and local authorities equally 
engage in circumscribing epidemics and mitigating their impact on 
the everyday lives of commuters, cyclists, pedestrians and other users 
of city streets? How can data be shared in epidemics situations and 
the transmittal of viruses controlled in streets and public transport?

The CS4 Roundtables are organized jointly with AESOP Thematic Group Public Spaces and Urban Cultures within series of 2020-2022 events 
(https://www.aesop-planning.eu/blogs/en_GB/urban-cultures-and-public-spaces).

For more info and registration visit the web-page: https://www.ndu.edu.lb/city-street-4/home or use the QR code.

Moving Around our Cities in the Times of Epidemics – the Changed 
Demand for Public Spaces

Date: 
24 September 2020 Time: 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM CEST (Central European 
Summer Time)

Moderators:
dr. Alenka Fikfak, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana and 
dr. Christine Mady, Notre Dame University-Louaize, Beirut

Participants:
-  MSc Jose Chong, UN Habitat, United Nations Human Settlements 
   Programme
-  Marko Peterlin, Institute for Spatial Policies, Ljubljana, Slovenia
-  Janez Černe, Deputy Mayor of The City Municipality of Kranj, 
   Slovenia
-  MA Stefano Ragazzo, AMAT - Agency of the Mobility, Envrionment 
   and Territory of Milan Municipality, Italy
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